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 Workshop on New Perspectives on Tax Fraud Detection 
Organised by:  

Athens University of Economics and Business (AUEB) 
With the support of:  

Tax Administration Research Centre (TARC), University of Exeter 

The research project is implemented in the framework of H.F.R.I call "Basic research Financing (Horizontal support 
of all Sciences) under the National Recovery and Resilience Plan “Greece 2.0" funded by the European Union – 

NextGenerationEU (H.F.R.I. Project Number: 15973). 
 

Date: December 1, 2025 

Venue: Athens University of Economics and Business, Troias Building Slider, 

Room 203, Troias 2, Athens 11362  

(For online participation click here and registration is required through this form) 

Duration: One-day workshop 

 

Opening Note 

VAT fraud remains one of the most significant challenges to modern tax systems, 

undermining revenue and distorting fair competition. Understanding the structure 

of fraudulent activity—often organised through complex transaction networks—is 

essential for effective detection and prevention. This workshop, jointly organised 

by the Athens University of Economics and Business (AUEB) with the support of 

the Tax Administration Research Centre (TARC) at the University of Exeter brings 

scholars working on research that investigates policy aspects of VAT, the role of 

technology in fraud, and the analytical structure of fraudulent behaviour. On the 

policy side, it brings together policymakers and practitioners with deep operational 

knowledge of VAT administration and enforcement. In doing so, it explores the 

growing role of data—its availability, quality, integration, and use—in modern tax 

and tax-administration policy, emphasising how data-driven analytics and digital 

tools can reshape risk management, audit selection, and real-time compliance 

controls. 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NmM4ODg5MGItOWE5Ny00NTJhLTk5MWEtMzQyZDlkM2I1MTcz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22ad5ba4a2-7857-4ea1-895e-b3d5207a174f%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22583adb0f-4826-4a7f-ac85-b4a61cacadc4%22%7d
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedjWNh3FLpVY6RAlcJim40fCsSp6trQp2rcy2IitcvTXwphA/viewform?usp=dialog
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Program 
  

09:00 – 09:35 Registration and welcome 

 Welcome address 

Vanghelis Vassilatos  

(Head of the Department of Economics) 

 
VAT Networks and Policy 

Chair: Konstantinos Eleftheriou 

09:35 – 10:10 Presentation 1 and Q&A  

Konstantinos Bourazas        

(Athens University of Economics and Business) 

“Targeting coordinated VAT fraud: A data-driven framework for 
risk-based enforcement”  

(with Angelos Alexopoulos and Christos Kotsogiannis) 

10:15 – 11:50 Presentation 2 and Q&A  

Florian Grosset-Touba 

(CREST, ENSAE, Institut Polytechnique de Paris) 

“Attacking networks of tax evasion: Theory and evidence from 
Paraguay”  

(with Michael Best, Gaston Pierri, Evan Sadler, and Panos Toulis) 
 

10:55 – 11:10 Coffee Break 

11:10 – 11:45 Presentation 3 and Q&A 

Thiess Buettner  

(Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg)  

https://www.aueb.gr/en/faculty_page/vasilatos-evangelos
https://www.unipi.gr/en/people/eleftheriou-konstantinos/
https://diaviou.aueb.gr/en/tutors-en/34802-%CE%9C%CF%80%CE%BF%CF%85%CF%81%CE%B1%CE%B6%CE%AC%CF%82-%CE%9A%CF%89%CE%BD%CF%83%CF%84%CE%B1%CE%BD%CF%84%CE%AF%CE%BD%CE%BF%CF%82-1287
https://www.fgrosset.com/
https://www.wiso.rw.fau.eu/research/research-profile/professors/prof-dr-thiess-buttner/
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“Does it matter who remits the VAT? Reverse charge and input 
sourcing”  

(with Leon Hoegner and  Annalisa Tassi) 

11:45 – 13:35 Lunch Break  

 
Networks through graphs 
Chair: Petros Dellaportas 

 

13:35 – 14:10 Presentation 4 and Q&A 

Maria Oskarsdottir  

(University of Southampton, Reykjavik University) 

“Understanding loan default predictions through networks: 
Dynamic graph models and human-centred explainability”  

14:15 – 14:50 Presentation 5 and Q&A 

Leman Akoglu (online) 

(Carnegie Mellon) 

“Graph-based anomaly detection: Methods and applications” 

14:50 – 15:10 Coffee break  

 
Fraud and Technology 
Chair: Thiess Buettner 

 

15:10 – 15:45 Presentation 6 and Q&A  

Mazhar Waseem 

(University of Manchester) 

“At what cost? Curtailing tax evasion in the digital world”  

(with Muhammad Ahmed, Mohamed Badran, Nasreen Nawaz) 

https://petrosdel.github.io/
https://www.southampton.ac.uk/people/668l6v/doctor-maria-oskarsdottir
https://www.heinz.cmu.edu/faculty-research/profiles/akoglu-leman
https://www.wiso.rw.fau.eu/research/research-profile/professors/prof-dr-thiess-buttner/
https://www.mazharwaseem.com/


 
 
 

                                                           
 

 
4 

15:50 – 16:25 
 

Presentation 7 and Q&A  

Angelos Alexopoulos  

(Athens University of Economics and Business) 

“Buyers as auditors in the fuel market: Evidence from 
administrative data”  

(with Christos Kotsogiannis and Christos Mylonakis) 

16:25-16:30 
 

Short Coffee break  

16:30 – 17:55 Round Table Discussion: Positioning data access as a strategic 
priority in tax and tax administration policy 

Chair: Christos Kotsogiannis 

Patricio Alberto Barra Aeloíza (IMF) (online), Eduardo Jiménez 
(OECD) (online), Natasa Miaouli (Hellenic Fiscal Council), George 
Pitsilis (IAPR) (online), Mick Thackray (HMRC) (online), John 
Tsoukalas (Hellenic Parliamentary Budget Office, Adam Smith 
Business School) 

 

 

 

https://www.aueb.gr/en/faculty_page/angelos-alexopoulos
https://sites.google.com/site/kotsogiannischristos
https://www.linkedin.com/in/eduardo-jim%C3%A9nez-figueroa/?locale=fr_FR
https://www.aueb.gr/en/faculty_page/miaouli-anastasia
https://www.aade.gr/en/management/george-pitsilis
https://www.aade.gr/en/management/george-pitsilis
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mick-thackray-995210156/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/business/staff/johntsoukalas/
https://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/business/staff/johntsoukalas/

